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= patuenls or eve
precious few ways to do it nght so that
patients ag well as HMOs are protected.

“The ona Legislature appears to
have done it right. A compromise bill
eaded by Rep. Barbara Leff, R-

ise Valley, has won overwhelming

support from er colleagues a_n_d now sits

arye Hull's desk.

" The measure provides some important
pratechons for patients who often don’t
have much if any choice of health-care
provlders. Ifthey don’t like the treatment
ing, would like a second opin-
e to appeal a questionable
de,mﬁiiaf se vice, they're stuck.
ould stop much of that non-

for thelr pat:e tsmthout fearing retalia-
tion from the bean counters in the execu-
tive suites.
potentially life-saving drugs for their criti-
cally ill patients even if those medications
weren't apprg ed by the bean counters.
40 would be able to sue their
suffered if treatments

: fully denied or delayed. But
they could dg so only after they'd

I stratlve appeals, and

It’s a tough but reasonable condition
hat prevents a flood of frivolous htlgataon

ygainst HMOs that would drive up premi-
ums and prompt more businesses to drop
smployee coyerage. (The conditions dis-
appoint somé trial lawyers who've been
salivating at the prospects of going after
HMOs like they went after tobacco com-

T_;.wer to patie nts

The only significant ﬂaw inthe billis a
requirement that Arizona HMOs make
chiropractic services available to all their
patients, With the proliferation of treat-
ments available these days, government
shouldn’t be dictating which ones HMOs
provide.

Blue Cross Blue Shield, the largest Ari-
zona health insurer, doesn't like the mea-
sure’s requirement that it reimburse pro-
viders rather than patients, but that
stipulation hardly seems unreasonable.
And it would eliminate a real financial
hardship for some patients who can’t
afford to write a fat check for services and
then wait for Blue Cross Blue Shield’s
paper shufflers to get around to reimburs-
ing them.

Allin all, thisis a sound measure that
deserves to become law. Gov. Hull, who's
voiced some misgivings about the lawsuit
portion of the bill, says she’ll probably let
it become law anyway w1thout her signa-
ture.

Good. Arizonans deserve the reason-
able protections contained in this



